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Medicinal Marijuana 
The Facts 

 

Subhead. Subhead. Subhead. Sub-

1. Marijuana is not medicine…

 Regardless of state laws to the contrary, there is no such thing as “medical” marijuana from the federal government’s 
perspective.  Marijuana is a schedule I drug (under the Controlled Substances Act) meaning that it has no medical use 
and high potential for abuse.  
 
The FDA has reviewed the scheduling of marijuana several times and has ruled that the raw marijuana plant is not a med-
icine.  All medicines in this country are approved through the scientific process via the Food and Drug Administration, not 
through political campaigns.   
 
The American Medical Association, American Academy of Pediatrics, National Institutes of Health, Institute of Medicine, 
American Cancer Society, National Cancer Institute, National Multiple Sclerosis Society, American Glaucoma Society, 
American Academy of Ophthalmology do not support smoked marijuana as medicine.  
 
Marinol, an FDA approved medication with synthetic THC as the active ingredient, is already widely available in pill and 
other forms through a physician’s prescription.  There are over 100 DEA-registered researcher’s eligible to study marijua-
na, marijuana extracts, and cannabinol marijuana derivatives that exist in the plant.  Two cannabinoid-based medicines, 
Cesamet and Sativex, are nearing FDA approval. 
 
No medicine is smoked.  Marijuana smoke contains 50-70% more cancer-causing agents than smoked tobacco.4  Smok-
ing any drug is an unsafe delivery system that produces harmful effects, according to the Institute of Medicine. 
 

2. Marijuana is addictive and harmful…
Marijuana use is associated with dependence, respiratory and mental illness, poor academic performance, and impaired 
cognitive and immune functioning, among other negative effects. 
 
Individuals who have used marijuana at least 5 times have a 20-30% likelihood of becoming addicted to the drug and 
those who use it regularly have a 40% likelihood of becoming addicted.1  
 
In 2007, 68% of youth in treatment nationally were there for marijuana use2  
 
“Medical” marijuana states are clustered at the top of the list in terms of drug addiction and abuse among 12-17 year 
olds.3 More teens have been admitted to treatment for marijuana than any other substance, including alcohol.  
 
The American Psychiatric Association has long recognized cannabis dependence as a valid and reliable psychiatric disor-
der in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. 
 

3. Medical marijuana systems are overrun with fraud…
70% of California medical marijuana cardholders are under 40.3  

 
"Large commercial operations cloak their moneymaking activities in the guise of helping sick people when in fact they are 

helping themselves.”  Benjamin B. Wagner, United States Attorney for the Eastern District of California.  
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“Medical” marijuana systems are overrun with fraud… 

Current “Medical” marijuana states are embroiled in legal battles… 

Taxing marijuana will not help our economy

Legalization will not control access… 
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1. Marijuana is not medi- cine…

 Regardless of state laws to the contrary, there is no such 
thing as “medical” marijua- na from the feder- al government’s 
perspective.  Marijuana is a schedule I drug (under the Con-
trolled Substances Act) meaning that it has no medical 

 

Marijuana is a significant threat to public safety... 

“Medicinal” marijuana leads to increased use by youth... 

It is exceedingly rare to be incarcerated in the U.S. for the possession or use 
of marijuana...

“Medicinal” marijuana dispensaries will negatively impact our communities... 

Idaho has been targeted by national pro-drug lobbying organizations for 
2012… 
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